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Notable 


Quotables 


LOUTIZANDRE DAUPHIN 


Sam Frisk, Kevin Lobert, and Noah Hicks (background) starred in hilarious The Conpleté Works of Shakespeare (Abridged) in Redeemer’s Black Box. 


Shakespeare Performance 
Tickles Audience to Laughter 


The Essential Players 
earn their title 


HENNY HAMILTON 
Special to The Crown 
am Frisk. Noah Hick Kevin 
Sounds like 


of The Three Stooges, doesn't it? 


Lobert an episode 
Well, 
throw in some physical comedy, sev- 
eral bawdy jokes, and innumerable 
sexual innuendos, and you've got a 
rip-roaring hysterically successful 
theatrical production 

I went to see the above men 
tioned Essential Shakespeare 
Players in their own interpretation 
of The Complete Works of Shakespeare 
(Abridged) on a Thursday night. The 
Black Box was so packed that the 


house manager had to do some seri 


NZR Production Shines on 
Redeemer’s Stage 


Soundscape, lighting excel under the “corrugated cardboard crown” 


SAM FRISK 
Special to The Crown 


Imost every time | see a theatri 
cal production, | am struck by 
something new. | have been stunned 
by anumber of different things in dif 
ferent shows, ranging from beautiful 
lighting to fantastic characterization 
to thoughtfully planned blocking of 
action. In each production, at least 
one facet stands out as something | 
am glad to have witnessed 
When | had the opportunity to 
see Redeemer’s latest 
production, NZR, | was struck first 


main stage 


God bless you on your exams, and May you 


ous finagling to get me in. | was ex- 
tremely thankful for her efforts. 

As | walked into the theatre space, 
[ shuffled across the stage to reach 
my seat, which was considerately 
elevated for better vision and illu- 
minated gently for effect. Seats sur- 
rounded three sides of the stage, 
providing an interesting challenge 
for the Players that they easily sur- 
member 
could complain that his section of 


mounted. No audience 
the theatre had been ignored. On the 
contrary, each seating section had a 
unique theatrical experience, as the 
view from each side of the stage was 
very different. (For instance, | know 
that those seated on my side of the 
theatre were the only ones to wit- 
ness a hilarious butt-grabbing scene 
in which the Players showed us just 
how comfortable they have become 
with each other!) 


setween the narrow distance sep 


and foremost by the soundscape. 
Like the 


soundscape of a theatrical produc- 


oundtrack to a movie, the 


tion can be highly influential on an 
audience as it surrounds a produc 
tion with sound 

From the first moments of the 
play, this production has a haunt 
ingly meaningful soundscape run 
ning throughout it—the sound of 
the loading door being lowered 
backstage by a loud metal chain; 
the sound of shoes treading on the 
stage floor; the rumble of the wheels 
of a cart rolling across the floor; the 


scratch and thump of wor iden boxes 


arating the audience from the stage 
and the lighting that shone almost 
as strongly on me as it did on the 
Players, Hfelt very close to the action. 
There really is no better word to de- 
scribe the setting than intimate. And 
trust mé, you definitely wanted to be 
close in Order to get a good view of 
Kevin im a skirt and wig. 

Many of those in the front row, 
however, Wished to have been sitting 
at more Of a distance. Apparently, 
ordinary Redeemer students (and 
friends and relatives) were not gen- 
erally prepared to be quite as in- 
volved as the Players expected them 
to be, Those in the front row often 
became the Victims of pointed jokes, 
conversational asides, and on-stage 
debuts. 

Audience involvement was a 
major strength of the show. All three 
Players were enery zed each time an 
audience member \aughed, yelled, 


OT “a 


being moved; the ni 
heard; and the » 


of voices being 


or cooperated with whatever the 
Players wanted him to do. The audi- 
ence did warm up to the idea of be- 
coming a part of the show after some 
time, They were more than willing to 
yell and wave their hands in the air 
when called upon to do so, although 
my section of the theatre was a little 
slow on the uptake, but there were 
several small scrambles in the stands 
when the Players threw flowers to 
audience members. Whether or not 
those in the front row enjoyed being 
frequent recipients of vomit (the 
imaginary kind) is another story. |, 
from my pretentious position, nes- 
tled safely and soundly in the back, 

found their misfortune hilarious! 
| was particularly impressed with 
the many well choreographed fight 
scenes and carefully planned phys- 
The Players 
SEE “TWIST,” 
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ical comedy stunts, 
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Panel 
Highlights 
Need for 
Dialogue 


Students and staff 
interact 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 
Special to The Crown 


o what is it truly like to be a stu- 

dent at Redeemer University 
College? And what are the opin- 
ions of students and faculty con- 
cerning the expectations of being a 
Redeemerite? 

On the evening of March 23, a 
panel discussion was held to address 
these questions. Dean Schat and 
Professor Patricia Slade represented 
the faculty and staff, sharing their 
opinions on topics ranging from the 
community's perception of Redeemer 
students to their perceived dangers 
or faults when looking at campus 
life. Representing the student body 
were Jared Dalton, Rosie Cornelius, 
and Asher Driese, to respond to the 
same topics. 

This was a time for students, 
faculty, and staff representatives to 
pull no punches and share their true 
opinions with all in attendance, and 
it proved to be a very thought-pro- 
voking and informative session. It 
became apparent that all the mem- 
bers of the panel shared a great inter- 
est in campus life and were willing to 
express their ideas on where certain 
adjustments could be made in order 
to improve the quality of campus life 
for both on and off-campus students 
alike. 

Following the general discus- 
sion questions, the floor was opened 
for students in attendance to contrib- 
ute to the discussion and to ask fur- 
ther questions to expand on the issues 
raised. The questions raised and the 
discussion generated made aware the 
need for further panel discussions 
of this nature and, for this reason, 
Student Life and Student Senate will 
be coordinating with each other in 
order to host at least one campus life 
panel per semester, with the hope that 
more students will attend and share 
their thoughts on this issue. 


und of a simple 


acoustic guitar beiny played, linking 
all the scenes together before bring- 
ing the play t@ an end 
NZR isa collectiv: plece of theatre 
collectively constructed by director 
Tom Carson, @ramaturge Warren 
MacDonald, and cight cast mem 
bers. 
The first act COnsists of an artis- 
tic rendering Of the biblical story of 
Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon, 
which includes recounted tales of 
SEE “MAINSTAGE,” 
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— 


Students Alberta Postma and Mark Devos acted as auctioneers for the 
recent Hobbies for Hilltop auction, an annual fundraiser for Redeemer's 
sister university in Africa, The highest selling item was Felix Lam’s 
famous cheesecake, which Kevin Kerr bought for $450, 


Ay 


have an enjoyable summer. 


Congratulations graduates! 


ome 58 
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Craig Vanderveen 
President 


As outlined in my election 
speech, there are four major 
areas of Student Senate that I 
would like to improve upon. 
First, Senate should be made 
more transparent and acces- 
sible to the students, whether 
this be in the weekly Student 
Senate meetings or through 
our utilization of other me- 
diums—the bulletin board, 
website, forum, surveys, and 
so on—in an effective manner. 
Second, I would like to make 
Senate more professional in its 
presentation. This would focus 
on improving how Senate 
presents itself through com- 
munications, the Senate Office, 
the website, and so forth. 
Third, I would like Senate to 
be a stronger voice of the stu- 
dent body, actively seeking out 
their opinions, questions, and 
concerns. Fourth, I would like 
to see the development of the 
First Year Senator positions, 
giving them greater responsi- 
bility, a larger workload, and a 
clearer understanding of their 
roles on Senate. 

If | were stranded on a des- 
ert island, | would first trans- 
plant my beachside cottage 
complete with an affixed hot 
tub (legally, it is part the house, 
then). Second, I would bring a 
hydroelectric dam to gener- 
ate the electricity needed and 
technicians to install it (it’s a 
package deal, so I’m counting 
it as one). Last, | would bring a 
water plane. The plane would 
be to transport myself, friends 
and family, and building sup- 
plies to and from the main- 
land. Furthermore, | 
have my island registered 
and acknowledged by the in- 
ternational 
country, reestablish the head- 
quarters of my business on it 
so that I can avoid paying both 


would 


community as a 


corporate and personal taxes 
in Canada, and take up a seat 
in the United Nations General 
Assembly as a representative 
of my island country 


Jehan Watson 
Vice-President 


1 hope to work with the 
other members of Student 
Senate towards the goal of 
making Senate more visible 
to the Redeemer students, By 
this | mean ensuring that stu- 
dents are aware of who their 
Senators are, what roles they 
fill, and how best to get their 
concerns More 
cifically, as Vice President, | 


heard. spe- 
hope to work closely along- 
side Craig Vanderveen so that 
we will be able to form a good 
relationship that allows us to 
be on the same page on impor- 
tant issues. That is not to say 
we must agree on every issue, 
but it is important for each of 
us to know what the other per- 
son is thinking. 

| would consider myself a 
people person, and | think that 
strength will aid me greatly in 
accomplishing my goals and 
tasks. | hope and feel that stu- 
dent and fellow Senators will 
feel comfortable in approach- 
ing me and being able to chat 


about whatever it is they have 
on their mind. 

Finally, | hope to ensure 
that Senate continues to put 
God first in all aspects, since 
it is often easy to forget that 
He is in control of all areas of 
our lives. 

Aside from a Bible, | would 
bring along pudding, a big 
fire, and glasses cleaner to my 
deserted island. 


Laura DeBoer 
Treasurer 


As Treasurer for next year’s 
Senate, | am really hoping to 
continue the work that Craig 
Vanderveen has begun, im- 
plementing organized money 
management for the books. 
1 also plan to get more peo- 
ple involved in handling the 
money in order to ensure that 
there is accountability. One 
way that I plan to do this is 
by organizing a finance com- 
mittee. I really like some of the 
ideas that Craig started with 
this year and hope to contin- 
ue what he has started, mak- 
ing the position of Treasurer a 
more active role in Senate. 

If I were stranded on a de- 
serted island and could have 
three things with me, I would 
take sunscreen (because my 
island would be sunny and 
warm all the time), an endless 
supply of water, and a person- 
al chef (the chef comes with 
food, of course). Hey, if | am 
going to be stranded, I may as 
well make the most of it. 


Katrina Vandenberg 
Secretary 


First of all, | would like to 
thank the student body for en- 
trusting me with the position 
of Secretary, and I promise to 
be fully dedicated to this po- 
sition and to use the gifts that 
God has granted me to serve 
both the students and Senate 
to the best of my abilities 

I view the Secretary position 
as the communicator between 
Senate and the students, Next 
year, it is my goal to keep the 
lines of communication open 
the will be 
updated and informed about 
Senate’s activities 
sions. | will accomplish this by 
ensuring that the weekly min- 


so that students 


and deci 


utes of our meetings are avail 
able for all students to read 
I will also keep the Senate's 
bulletin board updated and 
attractive our 
statement, upcoming Senate 


with mission 
events, future issues that we 
will be dealing with, our con 
tact information, and pictures. 
By doing this, it is my hope 
that the students will be mo- 
tivated and 
be involved and included in 
Senate's decisions and activi- 
ties, | think that it is important 
for Senate and the students to 
work in cooperation so that 


encouraged to 


our school will be a place 
where we can grow together 
in every aspect of our lives 
Through my 
Secretary, | will 
Student Senate is 


complish its mission, goals, 
& 


position of 
that 


able to ac 


ensure 


and objectivesby keeping 


Senate organized and effi- 
cient. 

Three things | would want 
with me on a deserted island: 

1. My family, so that we 
could live like the Swiss 
Family Robinson 

2. My puppy Chester 

3. My favourite books 


Peter Kranenberg 


Activities Chair 


Next year promises to be a 
great year here at Redeemer. 
With many Activity Committee 
members returning, we are 
sure to have a good team and 
continue many of the awe- 
some activities that happen 
here at Redeemer. I also hope 
to set up some new events. A 
camping trip and a paintball 
tournament are just two of the 
new things that could happen. 
I also want to hook up with the 
Spiritual and Services Chair 
(SASC) and plan some real- 
ly good events together with 
them as well. 

I've been in many _leader- 
ship positions before, such 
as planning and leading high 
school assemblies, recruiting 
students for mission trips, 
and leading many mission 
trips in Mexico. I also spent 
the last year as a member of 
the Activities Committee and 
know a lot of the things that 
need to continue happening 
in order for the activities at 
Redeemer to work. It will be 
a big responsibility but also 
an awesome challenge to be 
Activities Chair; it is some- 
thing | am really looking for- 
ward to, 

As for being stranded on a 
deserted island... First of all, 
I think | would love to have a 
scuba set. Imagine all the awe- 
some things that would be in 
the water around that island 
Maybe a kite board would 
be pretty fun to have too—at 
least it would keep me busy 
Last, | wouldn’t mind having a 
bunch of chickens, Most likely 
they’d be good company, and 
it would cover my breakfasts 
and the chicken 
dinner. Besides, chickens are 
so much better then cows, 
anyway. 


occasional 


Robyn Hogan 
SASC Chair 


As the Spiritual and 
Services Chair (SASC) next 
year, | want to continue to 
run the traditional SASC 
events that students love, 
such as Hot Spot, retreats, 
and Hobbies for Hilltop, | 
would also love to see SASC 
involved in a couple of new 
outreach events each semes 
ter. | deeply desire to see 
Redeemer students grow in 
their relationship with God 
and serve Him, Past involve 
ments that will help me in 
this role are SASC commit- 
tee, Kids Club and Teen Club 
leader, Admissions Team co 
ordinator, youth service co 
ordinator, HA/RAing, and 
my involvement with inner- 
city ministries and missions, 

As far 
this position go, they can 


as qualities for 
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Redeemer’s New Senators), 


be summed up by looking 
at what three things I would 
want if | were deserted on an 
island: 

1. An agenda—because | 
couldn't live without organiz- 
ing my time and writing down 
everything that | need to do and 
making lists for my day. 

2. A bright beach towel—so 
I could make the most of the 
situation (always look for the 
positives) and get a nice tan 
(oh! The bright beach towel 
could also attract attention for 
my rescue!). 

3. My digital camera (with 
batteries that never die)—be- 
cause | can amuse myself for 
hours taking pictures and 
looking at them. 


Andrew Vlasblom 
General Senator 


I feel that some of the stu- 
dents at Redeemer are too de- 
tached from the Senate, and 
they are more often than not in 
the “no-know” of matters that 
g0 on behind closed doors. 
Gtanted, Senate is generally 
responsible for taking care of 
the issues they deal with, and 
many students likely don’t re- 
ally care. But shouldn't all stu- 
dents care about the future of 
their institution? 

My goal is to dissolve the 
layer that stands between 
Senate and the student body. 
Can | accomplish this as one 
of four General Senators in an 
eight-month term? Likely not, 
but Ill do what | can. 

Poetry is my passion, and 
this is also how I will contrib- 
ute to the student body. I plan 
to form, organize, and host 
the Alive Poets Society (APS) 
for the upcoming academic 
year, APS is best summed up 
as “apt”—that is, mentally 
quick and resourceful. APS 
will challenge students to find 
their creativity, implement 
it, and in the process, per- 
haps find a whole new side of 
themselves 

What three things would 
| want on a deserted island? 
Give me a flute, a cello, and 
a violin. Do | know how to 


CAMPUS & AREA NEWS 


play any of these instruments? 
Nope—but what better to 
do on a deserted island than 
learn? 


Leanne Marrisen 
General Senator 


As General Senator, I plan 
to involve myself personally 
in the lives of students, espe- 
cially those who are mature 
students, commuters, or in- 
ternational students. What | 
would like to see Senate ac- 
complish next year is a more 
professional, yet approach- 
able, atmosphere in which 
students, as well as the outside 
community, will feel comfort- 
able conversing with. | would 
like to get the students, as well 
as Senate itself, more involved 
in our direct community and 
to fix the reputation that we 
as students have built up over 
the last few years. It would 
also be great if we could get 
more students involved in 
panel discussions and series 
that are beneficial for our spir- 
itual growth but are currently 
not well attended. 

| would also like to add that 
if | were stranded on a desert- 
ed island, three things/people 
(things are nouns— people are 
also nouns, right?) | would 
take are my boyfriend Rafik, 
a minister, and a minister's 
wife! Yes | am corny! 


Seth Waterman 
General Senator 


As Clubs Coordinator and 
General Senator next year, | 
have several plans and goals 
I'd like to accomplish. Part ot 
my job as a Clubs Coordinator 
is to make sure that all the 
clubs flourish and to in- 
student involvement 
in clubs and activities within 
the school. Also, I'd like to see 
strength within the clubs and 
to see club leaders and club 
members step up in a leader- 
ship capacity and realize their 
potential, | believe that school 
is what you make it, and we 


crease 


MOHAWK 


COLLEGE OF APPLIED ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY 


will all have an enjoyable stay 
at Redeemer if we find some- 
thing to make it our own 
Also, as a Senator, I would 
like to make Senate more ac- 
cessible and accountable to 
students. I want to open up 
the lines of communication 
between Senate, students, and 
faculty/staff. 

Furthermore, if I had to 
take three things with me on 
a deserted island besides a 
Bible, I’d bring: 

1. The album Original Pirate 
Material by The Streets (okay, | 
realize with a CD, you need a 
CD player, electricity, etc., but 
come on...let’s be real) 

2. A volleyball 

3. One of my closest 

friends 


Steve Pypker 
General Senator 


As the incoming General 
Senator filling the REC Centre 
Chair and sound system li- 
aison role, it is my central 
goal to maintain Louizandre 
Dauphin’s mission to see the 
REC Centre more accessible 
and enjoyed by students. It 
is important for students to 
have a place where they can 
comfortably relax and take a 
break from studies or dorm 
life. I welcome any ideas stu 
dents may have for improv 
ing the REC Centre 

1 believe some important 
skills of a Senator include the 
ability to peaceably arrive at 
compromise and the ability to 
work constructively with oth- 
ers. In the past, I have had the 
opportunity to develop these 
skills, seeking to actively re- 
solve conflict rather than shy- 
ing away trom it 

If | were stranded on a de 
| would bring 
a solar pow 


serted island 
the following 
ered satellite phone (I would 
form oat 
communication), a 


die without some 
human 
machete, and a surfboard 
like to 
thanks for your support and 


sav that I'm certainly thrilled 


| would extend 


to have the opportunity to 
serve on Senate next year! 
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Transform Your 3-year Diploma to a 
University Degree in 2 Years 


Degree-Completion Programs offered in: 
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technology diploma and foreign-trained professionals who 
require Canadian credentials and experience 
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April 12, 2006 


!. When you first came to 
Redeemer, what were your ini- 
tial thoughts about the school 
and its students? 


| really didn’t know what to 
expect. | had worked on uni- 
versity campuses before, where 
| would build spiritual communi- 
ties that were islands of faith in 
the midst of a sea of pervasive 
secularism. Students saw them- 
selves as missionaries and as rep- 
resentatives of Christ in the midst 
of their peers, Being a Christian 
cost them something. Their life- 
styles mattered. 

| wasn't sure if this would be 
the case at Redeemer. When | 
arrived here, | was really doing 
a Spiritual needs assessment to 
help determine whether or not 
a chaplain was required at the 
school 

Regarding my initial impres- 
sions, there were several things 
that stood out. First was the 
deep spirituality that underlined 
the vision of the school. Second 
was the amount this school cared 
about its students, The Student 
Life department is outstanding. 
Third, | valued the quality of the 
student leadership and their hun- 
ger to see God do something big 
on campus. Fourth, | really ap- 
preciated the student leader- 
ship of the Church In The Box 
team, which | had the privilege of 
working with after my first year. 
In general, | found various groups 
of students who were passionate 
about Christ and who | absolutely 
loved working with. 

While | was aware that there 
were students working out their 
“Christian adolescence,” | was 
also very aware that the student 
body, overall, was very commit- 
ted to learning and making a dif- 
ference in our world. They faced 
the same issues that their peers 


do everywhere and, ultimate 
ly, had the same need to follow 
Christ, 


2. What are your thoughts 
on Redeemer today? Has spir- 
itual growth occurred during 
your time here? 


Regarding Redeemer today, | 
do believe that it has been ma- 
turing spiritually. | wanted to help 
Redeemer become the kind of 
place where students who real 
ly wanted to grow in their faith 
and move forward would be able 
to do so. Redeemer is moving in 
that direction. 

| saw the obvious strengths of 
the Reformed vision that under- 
lies this institution, 

Redeemer already does so 
much of what | did previously 
on a secular campus. Therefore, 
| haven't needed to hold seminars 
on worldview and philosophy. 
However, there is a real need 
for students to connect their faith 
not only with how they view the 
world but with how they actu- 
ally live their lives and relate to 
Christ in every sphere of their 
existence 

The fact that Redeemer has 
undertaken the challenge of 
bringing on a fulltime chaplain is 
very gratifying for me. | resolved 
to undertake quiet, reasoned 
advocacy for the promotion of 
the chaplaincy because | could 
see from my experience and re- 
search that there was not only 
a screaming need for it but that 
it was crucial if Redeemer were 
to become the kind of place that 
God was calling it to be. The fact 
that there will be a fulltime chap- 
lain in place next year, with an of- 
fice that | have had the privilege 
of breaking in for him, is won- 
derful evidence that Redeemer 
is maturing. 


Beyond the chaplaincy, | see 
telltale signs of spiritual life ev 
erywhere. While | can see the 
concerns as well as anybody, | 
am excited about the evidences 
of God working in and among 
the student body to bring it to 
Himself and to empower and 


COMMISSION it 


3. What spiritual programs/ 
seminars have you introduced 
during your time at Redeemer? 


Over the past years, | found 
it a tricky business to balance a 
fulltime church position with a 
one-fifth time chaplaincy posi- 
tion, When it came to students, 
| would try to divide my time be- 
tween meeting with students in 
groups, one on one, and through 
hosting seminars on various top- 
ics. Over the years, | have done 
workshops on sexuality, rela 
tionships, marriage, spiritual 
guidance, prayer, worship, coun- 
selling, evangelism, quiet times, 
scripture study, spiritual gifts, and 
others. It was my intention to fill 
in where | knew gaps existed. 

There is a real need for stu- 
dents to obtain the tools for spiri- 
tual growth, whether they are 
aware of it or not. | have always 
thought that if my life were not as 
complex, | would love to create 
a whole curriculum devoted to 
spiritual growth. When it came 
to running programs, | knew that 
| needed to be careful to operate 
within my time budget. The last 
thing | wanted to do was start 
something and then not have the 
time to resource it. 


4. What would you hope to 
see the next chaplain focus on 
at Redeemer? 


Having corresponded briefly 
with Dr. Hielema, my successor, 


Advertisement °? 
Student Gears Up to Bike 


Across Canada 


Prayers and funds are needed for the 7, 800 km trek 


SUBMITTED BY 
JAKOB VAN DORP 


2006 marks both the 
end of Jakob Van Dorp’s 
undergraduate career at 
Redeemer and the one 
hundredth anniversary of 
the Canadian Bible Society 
(CBS). This summer he 
hopes to make the most of 
this coincidence by join- 
ing up with 60 other cy- 
clists who are riding coast 
to coast across Canada in 
celebration and support of 
CBS’ efforts to spread God’s 
word 

“Finishing school gives 
me a reason to celebrate — 


and so does a hundred 
years of CBS,” said Van 
Dorp 


Van Dorp has been a se- 
rious cyclist for about five 
years and has a background 
in cTOss-¢ ountry skiing, 
kayaking, and participating 
in triathlons. His interest in 
riding across the country 
developed from the Sea to 
Sea Bike Tour that was or- 
ganized to celebrate the 
centennial of the Christian 
Reformed Church rma 
Canada, in which his sister, 
Carrie Van Dorp, first-year 
student Lauren Harrison, 
and alumnus Micah Van 
Dijk (05) participated. 

“Tl had really hoped to 
ride with the Sea to Sea,” 
Van Dorp said, “but a. 
time just wasn’t right,” 

Lord willing, the group 
will meet in Victoria, BC, 
on Canada Day, beginning 
its 7,800 km journey by dip. 
ping their tires in the Pacific 
Ocean. Those tires (or a new 


Redeemer student Jakob Van Dorp is biking for CBS. 


set of tires—if they wear out) 
will touch the Atlantic Ocean 
in St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
in just nine weeks. 

“My most pressing need is 
for prayer support,” said Van 
Dorp. “Please pray for the ef- 
forts of the organizers, the 
safety and spiritual growth 
of myself and others on this 
journey, especially when we 
ride the treacherous roads of 
Northern Ontario, and that 
the Lord will use our journey 
to create opportunities for 
sharing the gospel in word 
and deed —both with the peo- 
ple we meet and with those 
who benefit from the funds 
raised in support of the ride.” 

Van Dorp is also raising 
funds for the journey. “If you 
are able to offer financial sup- 
port for this journey, I ask you 
to prayerfully consider what 
you can offer and make dona- 
tions in person, online at http: 
//bikeforbibles.ca/Fundraisin 
gPage.asp?Volunteer_ID=17, 
or via my permanent ad- 
dress (below). If you are able 


to donate, consider sponsor 
ing me for a particular day’s 
journey if there is either a 
place we will be travelling 
or a date in the summer that 
has significance for you.” 

CBS works both at plac 
ing Bibles in people's hands 
and producing resources to 
aid in communicating the 
gospel to those they seek to 
serve. The Bike for Bibles 
program began in 1984 with 
a one-day fundraising ride 
in Australia and has since 
grown into annual rides and 
tours. Long tours in the past 
have crossed Australia and 
the United States, Although 
this is the first time the 
group has ventured (to 
cross Canada, shorter rides 
have been undertaken in 
Alberta, B.C., and Northern 
Ontario. Funds raised from 
this year’s event will go to- 
wards meeting the needs 0! 
specialized ministries work- 
ing in urban cores, in pris 
ons, with First Nations, and 
with youth, 


Robb Powell is moving on from his position as Redeemer’s chaplain. 


| really sense we are on the same 
page. Knowing that the chap- 
laincy is being left in good hands 
makes me feel great. It is like 
handing off something valuable to 
someone who you know will ap- 
preciate and take good care of it. 
In fact, | am sure that he will en- 
hance everything about the posi- 
tion and enable it to grow in its 
impact, 

Regarding what he should 
focus on, | would suggest that he 
find out what is happening spiri- 
tually at Redeemer and who is 
providing leadership. The trick 
is not to take over the leader- 
ship, but to equip and empower 
those who are leading Redeemer. 
It is like being a gardener: He will 
need to plant some things and cut 
back others. However, in many 
other cases, it is a matter of get- 
ting out of the way and letting the 
growth happen. 

Because they will be operating 
in the same “space” to some ex- 


ACROSS 


1, Former French currency 
6. Smack 

10. Gremlins 

14. A region of western Asia 
Minor 

15. Young salmon 

16. Built an ark 

17. Excursion 

18. Genus of the dogfish 
19. Threesome 

20. Numbly 

22. Anglo-Saxon slave 

23. Annual (abbrev,) 

24. Exit 

26. A ground-dwelling noc- 
turnal parrot 

30. Female horses 

32. Hotels 

33. Top edge of a vessel 
35. Playfully harass 

39. Not tight 

41. Doctrine 

42. Fastener 

43. Work 

44. Cat sound 

46, Melody 

47. Cavort 

49. Less difficult 


tent, | would encourage Hielema 
to make space for Matt Pamplin 
to express his gifts. Parnplin is a 
“chaplain” disguised as a Student 
Life guy. He is God's not-so-se- 
cret weapon on campus, and | 
just love seeing him at work. 

Actually, | have a whole list 
of things, some of which | will 
raise with Hielerna. However, he 
needs to hear from God to de- 
termine what his priorities are. 
He can certainly use your prayers 
right now as he makes the transi- 
tion from lowa. It is a big deal to 
wrap up your life and then trans- 
plant it. Pray that the transition 
will go well and that he will eas- 
ily settle into his new position. | 
think that Redeemer will be thor- 
oughly blessed by what he has to 
offer. 


5. What are your goals/plans 
for your time after Redeemer? 


Students aren't the only ones 


51. Gaudy 

54. Got married 

55. Region 

56. Overwhelms 
63. An inflammation of the 
big toe 

64. Dwell (archaic) 
65, Imp 

66. Nature of being 
67.1111 

68. Exchange 

69, Sow 

70. Shipped 

71. Spermal fluid 


DOWN 


1. An island country of the 
Pacific 

2. Having a brownish coat 
sprinkled with white 

3. Exeretory opening 

4, One less than ten 

5. Short sleep 

6. Iberian country 

7. Young sheep 

8. Seed coat 

9. A request made to God 
10. Crosses 

11. Code 


with big decisions. | want to pour 
more of my time and creativity 
into The Bridge, to help it be- 
come what God wants it to be. 
The mission is in the name, and 
| arm praying that we can really 
embody it in our region and in 
our lives 

There is so much room to 
grow as an emerging church, and 
| am really excited to see where 
God will take it. 

Also, | would like to give my 
kids more of the prime cuts of my 
time. | am praying that | will have 
a bit more time to do this. 

Back to Redeerner—based 
upon my doctoral research and 
my experience this year, | re- 
ally sense the need for the area 
of spiritual formation to be de- 
veloped as an area of academic 
endeavour. | can see all kinds of 
upsides to this. | would be happy 
to take the time to make the case 
for it being included as part of 
Redeemer’s academic program. 


12. Aches 

13. Footwear 

21. Prig 

25, Obtains 

26. Slay 

27. Dwarf buffalo 

28, Round handle 

29. Connected 

30. Tightwad 

31, Ammunition (slang) 
34. Frost 

36. Wild African sheep 
37, Western Samoan mone- 
tary unit 

38. Pitcher 

40. Historical periods 

45. Cry 

48, A moon of Mars 

50. Take into one’s family 
51. Dried leaves of the hemp 
plant 

52. Came up 

53. Utilize again 

54. Take away with force 
57. A climbing plant 
58. Biblical garden 
59. Cable 
60, Test 
61. Go on horseback 
62. Spotted 


Las 2 an 


Mainstage Misses the Mark in Some Areas 


CONTINUED FROM 

PAGE 1 

explained visions, miraculous salva- 

tion from peril, and humility learned 
through tragedy. 

The second act, titled “Deleted 
Scenes and Alternate Takes,” is com- 
prised of personally sculpted stories, 
poems, songs, dances, and prayers 
that reflect not only the amazing 
story of Nebuchadnezzar but also 
the lives of those onstage. Each 
scene of the second act clearly meant 
something to the actors who opened 
up to the audience. 

I believe that it would be diffi- 
cult to walk away from seeing NZR 
without experiencing some change. 
I remain moved by the things I saw 
from the cast, most especially by the 
scene of Bethia Kinyua sharing with 
biblical Daniel a prayer in a foreign 
land, the elegant and jarring move- 


ment of the dance sequences, and 
the poetic monologues of Stephanie 
Elgersma. 

While entranced by many of the 
scenes, | am unconvinced that all 
of the scenes melded well into the 
entire play. Perhaps the play would 
have benefited from a tighter focus 
shared between the individual 
scenes. This complaint aside, I sat 
amazed by the courage of my fellow 
students and friends who were will- 
ing to share some great moments of 
both pain and joy with their audi- 
ence. 

Due to the obvious human focus 
of the play, the technical aspects 
of the production are easily over- 
looked. Yet to overlook the techni- 
cal side of this production would be 
a mistake. As | already mentioned, 
the soundscape alone was worth 
hearing, as it fit beautifully into the 


overarching design of the produc- 
tion—like a picture, while stunning 
on its own, it serves as the final piece 
of a jigsaw puzzle, 

The entire show had a very indus- 
trial feel to it; costumes of overalls, 
grey work-shirts, and simple head- 
coverings combined with a Spartan 
set made of rope and metallic grey 
wooden boxes indicated to the au- 
dience that this story was being told 
not by the professional actors but by 
the simple wor 

I have to admit that I barely no- 
ticed the lighting of the show (a great 
compliment, I assure you, to lighting 
designer Andrew Lakin), but dur- 
ing the dance involving the entire 
cast, the lighting was nothing short 
of phenomenal. I love great lighting, 
and watching that sequence satisfied 
me entirely. The variance of colour 
and direction and the shifting focus 


Notable Quotable Round-Up 


Students: 


“I've tracked my mom's side of the family all the way down to the era of Napoleon Dynamite.” — Jelma 


“| understand everything; it makes no sense.” — Becky 


“Dan Tilstra’s getting a steak knife in his back!”- Marnie 


“| would wear Dutch shoes, if they were platform and pink!” —Paige 


“One day a man will like your shelf and will want to put his trophies on it.” —Mel 


“l once heard this story about a guy who was dead for like three days and then came back to life...” 


“Uh.....You mean Jesus?” - Jeannine and Becky 


“I'm good at snot pickin’. 


,» 


— Jeannine 


“I'm drinking, and by drinking | mean driving.” — Ariane 


“The streets turn to gold when | eat cheese and cinnamon buns.” — Sarah 


“When two people are in love they get married...” — Jelma 
at 


“... and plant a garden.” — Dan 


“I want to go underwater and put rainbows on baskets.” — Fritz 


Professors: 


V 


“Large breasts can feed many children, so men like them. Women are not interested in men’s breasts; rather, they are interested in the size 


of his... wallet.” — Prof. Hackney 


“You don’t exactly have to be quiet to sneak up on a strawberry.” — Prof. Hackney 


“Deck the hall with blood and brain matter.” - Prof. Hackney 


“The problem is you've got a crab in your sea horse.” (Yawn) - Prof, Hackney 


“I want to be... keeper of the keys to my colon.” — Prof. Hackney 


D 
AIR/E|ABMO/VIE/RIPIO|WIE|R/S 
GOD ORO BERG 
E|S/S|EMBOIN|E|SMMT/R|A[DIE 
SJE/E/OMBS/E|N|TMS/E|M/E|N 


Needham 


“When there's poo on the walls, people spring into action. BOOM. You clean the walls; Ill grab the kid.” — Prof. Hackney 
“Recycle, reuse, and regurgitate... you know, whatever the three R's are.” — Prof. Haas 


“Sorry I'm late. We were talking about suicide in my last class, and they had some questions. | didn't want to leave them hanging.” — Prof. 


of light were masterfully drawn to- 
gether to enhance the aesthetic na- 
ture of the dance. The lighting, like 
the soundscape, melded with the 
rest of the technical design to create 
thematic excellence, with a corrugat- 
ed cardboard crown on top. 

NZR is somewhat difficult to de- 
scribe as a play. It is not a polished, 
professional text from Shakespeare, 
Shaw, or Brecht, delivered to the 
director and actors who can then 
shape the piece and display it to an 
audience. It does not ask of its per- 
formers the type of acting that many 
expect when they think of theatre. It 
is not about seeing actors disappear 
into characters. Rather it is a produc- 
tion concerned with encountering 
real people, both biblical figures and 
student performers, in new ways. 
Viewed as such, NZR was immense- 
ly successful. 


Lively, Humourous 
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succeeded in making the audience 

believe their kicks, slaps, and sword- 

play to be real without fearing that 

someone was going to end up need- 
ing, stitches, 

Nevertheless, good things gener- 
ally have a weak spot, The Complete 
Works of Shakespeare (Abridged) had 
a downfall in its several seemingly 
never-ending, and often difficult to 
understand, improvisational sketch- 
es. As the Players got carried away 
with their own mediocre inside jokes, 
their voices became softer and the 
pace of their speech quickened. This 
combination of factors proved to be 
deadly. The imaginary juggling act, 
albeit full of energy, was easily three 
times longer than it needed to be. 
Also, though the pretense of play- 
ing Hamlet backwards was promis- 


ing, after the audience had already 
sat through its presentation several 
times—each time it was played faster 
than the time before— we were bored 
with the story. 

However, the show was carried 
by constant laughter (from the audi- 
ence and the Players themselves). To 
be honest, | was thankful for an inter- 
mission during which | took the liber- 
ty of visiting the ladies’ room because, 
as much as | enjoyed being involved 
in the show as an audience member, | 
did not want to be like the poor soul 
who had been accused of wetting her- 
self! 

[ have great admiration for all those 
who took part in the monumental 
task of interpreting, rehearsing, and 
staging this production sans director. 
The success of the show is a testament 
to the hard work and devotion of the 
cast and crew. Congratulations to all! 


The show was Carried by constant laughter. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


bird Centre, Toronto 
thew Band, June 13, 

] itheatre, ‘Toronto 

June 17, Mod Club, 


Hip & The 
, June 18, Guelph Lake 
3-24 (with the Sadies), 


Centre, Toronto 

, June 23-24, Fort 
with Tragically Hip 
July 21, 22, 
val, Guelph 

, August 17, 
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COM 


ENTARY 


Unveiling the Miraculous Journey That Led Me to The Crown 


he issues of The Crown that have 

been printed this academic year 
are a direct result of innumerable 
miracles that have occurred over 
the last seven years, and as such, | 
would like to devote my last editori- 
al to praising the One responsible for 
those miracles, 

About eight years ago, before 
all the discernable miracles began, 
thoughts of suicide and death rav- 
aged my teenage body. My dad had 
become a full-blown alcoholic whose 
uncontrolled guzzling of hard liquor 
and beer led to daily seizures, violent 
behaviour, and a heart attack, And 
my mom slid into an irreparable state 
of manic depression typified by fre- 
quent suicide attempts that involved 
slashed wrists and boiling water. 

To this day I can still smell the 
nauseating scents of alcoholic bever- 
ages and my mother’s bloody towels. 
And through the tears I can still see 
the colourful lights of the ambulances 
and police cruisers flashing along the 
walls of our home in the dark. 

Having completely given up on 
life, | dropped out of high school and 
isolated myself from the world. I of- 
tentimes wondered, while on subway 
platforms in downtown Toronto, how 
one could possibly muster the cour- 
age to jump into the face of an oncom- 


ing train, 

I started going to a local library to 
immerse myself in books from all the 
major religions, desperately search- 
ing for answers. And having found 
myself at home in the Bible, | began 
pouring out my spirit in forthright 
prayer to God, whom I knew very 
little about. 

At first, He didn’t respond. 

So I pounded on His door until my 
knuckles were bloody. 

Then | proceeded to kick the door, 

Finally, God came rushing in. Not 
only did He respond to my desper- 
ate cries, but also He ceased to be dis- 
tant and uninvolved, making Himself 
known through the sensitive counsel- 
ling of the Holy Spirit. 

Weeks of intense solitary prayer, 
worship, and Scripture reading led 
me to Tyndale College and Seminary, 
and then I learnt about Redeemer 
University College and eventually 
found myself studying here as a first- 
year student. 

The struggles continued during 
these two phases: | failed most of 
my classes during the second semes- 
ter of my stay at Tyndale, and when 
| arrived at Redeemer, I was a young 
man truly afraid of his own shadow. 

But the congenial Christ-centred 
atmosphere of Redeemer’s campus 


& 
— 


JASON DUERMEYER 
_ Editor-in-Chief 


q shattered my presumably 
impenetrable shell. Close friendships 
. My self-concept was grad- 
ually redefined. My grades began to 
cket. And then I became the se- 

nior copyeditor of The Crown. 
while, the Spirit was doing a 
number on my family, My dad hasn’t 
touched a bottle in years, and he is a 
man whose change of heart, flower- 
ing wisdom, and growing honesty 
can only be described as miraculous. 
And when my mom told me that she 
had begun to pray regularly, | could 
scarcely prevent my heart from som- 

ersaulting for God in praise. 

Then | was presented with the op- 
portunity to become the editor-in- 
chief. I felt like Moses standing in 
front of the burning bush. Excuses 
spewed forth from my lips in protest: 
“I’m not eloquent in speech, I’m not 
a leader. | can’t do it, Choose some- 
one else!” 


Last semester, a third-year student 
wrote a letter to let me know that The 
Crown has in some sense been a trum- 
pet that has called many students out 
of their spiritual slumber. If this is at 
all true, then let all praise be given to 
God for bringing me out of a spiri- 
tual train wreck seven years ago and 
for using me for His purposes at this 
time and in this place. 

While being the editor, I've been 
continually reminded of two inter- 
related truths that have been mani- 
fested throughout my life over the 
past seven years and that I have tried 
to convey through my writing and 
leadership. First, God does not look 
for leaders; rather, He makes them. 
And, second, God does not bless the 
strong; rather, He blesses the weak 
because they know of their need for 
Him. 

To be sure, Redeemer’s faculty, 
staff, and students ought to be ap- 
plauded for making possible an in- 
stitution of higher learning that has, 
in effect, become a vessel of God's 
unfathomable grace and love. Even 
after all the Redeemer-bashing I’ve 
done in previous editorials—”ad 
nauseam,” as some would say —I still 
haven't forgotten that this university 
can truly be a blessing. I am a living 
testament of this truth. 


Yet as my experiences have taught 
me, so much more needs to be said 
about our need in the Western cocoon 
to embrace spiritual military battle 
wholeheartedly, heeding the ultimate 
trumpet call of the Spirit and taking 
on challenge, unpredictability, uncer- 
tainty, and pain, for doing so builds 
perseverance and character. 

I hope that The Crown has in some 
way left you with a stronger sense of 
the glory awaiting those who are will- 
ing to submit fully to Christ. If it has, 
then I believe God has used me well. 

Now I have to bid farewell to The 
Crown, my baby, after many months 
of warmly coddling her. And, like all 
babies, this newspaper is a miracle 
that I could not have made by myself. 
I could not have put 11 issues togeth- 
er without the help of both my com- 
mitted, talented staff and The Crown’s 
writers, each of whom could proba- 
bly draw a long list of defining mir- 
acles that have brought them to this 
place to contribute to every printing 
of The Crown. 

Put simply, you have in your 
hands a by-product of countless mir- 
acles that have defined dozens of 
lives. And, greater still, God desires 
to use your hands to perform even 
greater miracles than the one you are 
holding! 


Despite Sexual 
Sin, We Are 
Saved by Grace 


| admire you for your courage to 
open a discussion on one of the great 
taboos in our Christian circles—to 
wit, masturbation, and other sexual 
sins. 

Yet there is a part that was not 
discussed in the recent issue of The 
Crown, and that is that we as God's 
redeemed people are saved by grace. 
This means in practical terms that 
those who struggle with issues like 
masturbating need to know that they 
too are first saved by grace, and then 
are asked to live in the newness of 
Christ and let that newness become 
their new self, redeemed and sancti- 
fied by the Holy Spirit. This process of 
renewal is a lifelong process, and we 
are not done with this process until 
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the Lord calls us home. 

Itis not fair to assume that someone 
who has a compulsion to masturbate 
can suddenly stop because he heard 
a sermon or chapel speech about the 
evil of it. Life is not that simple, and 
this issue is one of the more complex 
issues that we as human beings face. 
The need for sexual gratification is 
very strong and is buried deep in our 
psyche, and a “decision” to stop mas- 
turbating from now on is doomed to 
fail, which only leads to further guilt 
and worry about one's faith and lack 
of will power and maturity. That does 
not mean that one can just go on a 
give up on trying to be renewed in 
this area of one’s life. Not at all. 

Living by grace does not come 
from being perfect before one can 
experience the newness we have in 
Christ. Christ's grace comes to us in 
the here and now and in our broken- 
ness. No conditions attached. 

It may take many years before one 
can overcome the desire to mastur- 
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bate completely. What one can do is 
take the guilt out of it and treat it as 
hygiene issue, like taking a shower. 
\ oidi g, stimulation from pornog- 
and other stimulants is also a 


r many people, marriage will 
the normal step to a more mature 

al relationship, but even then the 
ying causes for the desire to 


counsel from a competent 
that is not necessarily one's 
all, the same taboo exists 
e was trained.). Good lit- 
be recommended. 

to as an example is 
not wise here because Job was a very 


unique person and the only one in the 
Bible hg God called “righteous 
and blameless.” To lift a verse out of 
the very lengthy discussion Job had 
about justifying himself over against 
his accusing friends, and then throw- 
ing it at a poor student who is strug- 
gling with a serious addiction is not 
helpful at all, and this violates the in- 
tegrity of the Bible and belittles the 
student. Let's not go there. 

Prayer is the route to go, prefer- 
ably in the company of others, pro- 
vided that one is aware that some 
prayers are answered when we 
want them to be, Some of our most 
urgent pra never answered, 
and some are only answered after 
many years or decades. Yet prayer 
will lead a person to wholeness when 


one learns thr ugh prayer to experi- 
ence forgiveness and a sense of being 
free of guilt. It removes the chance 


for Satan to accuse us or to get a hold 


‘ings are new every 


"congratulations on 
ve issue. God bless 


blom, Seth 
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Student Bids 
Farewell to 
Redeemer 


People go to university for a num- 
ber of reasons. Most go because they 
want to better their chances of getting 
a good job later on in life. Some go 
because they want to get away from 
their parents or families (I think a few 
of us can identify with this!). Others 
go to find themselves. 

Reflecting on my past three years 
here at Redeemer, I think I fit into a 
few of those categories. But | think 
the main reason I chose to go to 
Redeemer was simply because when I 
graduated from high school, [ had no 
clue of who I really was. 

Being in an_ institution like 
Redeemer has changed all of that 
though. I am a completely different 
person now than when | first walked 
through Redeemer’s doors in January 
2004. | had even taken a semester off 
to try and figure out a direction for 
my life. | thought and pondered and 
asked people for their opinions, and 
all I got was the answer, “You'll figure 
it out in time.” I had no idea how true 
that was until this year. 

God has been speaking to me and 
moving in my life in some mighty 
huge ways this year. Ever since at- 
tending Kingdom Bound 2005 last 
summer, | have truly accepted that 
God needs to be (and is!) a huge part 
of my life. At Kingdom Bound, I to- 
tally accepted Him and allowed Him 
into my life (truly that time) for the 
first time. 

Ever since, He has been moving 
in my life and doing some amazing 
things. He placed me in a leadership 
position for the Morning Prayer team, 
He has caused me to grow immense- 
ly, and now He is pulling me away 
from Redeemer for the fall semester. 
He showed me that I've learned all I 


ve 


need to learn from Redeemer and that 
it’s time to go into the real world. It’s a 
scary place, but with God on my side, 
I know I can do it! 

I applied to three other schools: 
Seneca (where I have already received 
a letter of acceptance), Sheridan, and 
Mohawk. I would really love to go to 
Mohawk though, as I would still be 
close enough to visit Redeemer. 

Through all this growth and 
change, I started thinking about all the 
things that I have to thank Redeemer 
and its community for—things like 
the fact that I am now a completely 
different person than who I was when 
I first came here three years ago, that 
the people here have taught me who 
God really is, how to pray (being born 
and raised a Roman Catholic, I really 
had no clue before then!), and what 
true friends really are. 

Not all of my credits from 
Redeemer will be transferable, but I 
do not regret spending three years 
here. As I said before, | am now a 
completely different person than 
I was when I first came through 
Redeemer's doors. 

Schools like Redeemer are few and 
far between. A community like this 
one, which is very close-knit and lov- 
ing, is sometimes hard to find. If I had 
gone straight to a different university, 
I fear that I may not have turned out 
as well as I did here. 

I want to thank you, the entire 
body of staff and students here at 
Redeemer, for being there for me 
whenever I was getting off track or 
turning the wrong way on the road 
of faith. I wish everyone who is at 
Redeemer the best of luck in the fu- 
ture, and I truly hope that, for what- 
ever God has in store for you, you will 
stick with Him and grow. “Finally 
brethren, become complete. Be of 
good comfort, be of one mind, and 
may the God of love and peace be 
with you” (2 Corinthians 13:11). 


Veronica White 
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Ethical Businessman or Fraudulent Pastor? 


Selling used cars is 
more difficult than it 
looks 


JUM FLUIT 
Junior Staff Slave 


ow that my fourth and last 
Ne. at Redeemer is coming to 
a close, I think that virtually every 
one | know has asked me—and most 
of them a number of times—what I 
plan on doing with myself. 
Honestly, it | were given a dollar 
for every time I was asked that ques 
tion, | wouldn't need to get a job at 
all. But I realize this probably isn’t 
going to happen, so I’ve been fid- 
dling around with the mismatched 
pieces of my Business and Religion 
majors, trying to come up with an ar- 
rangement that is appealing enough 
to make a career 
lhe joke I've been passing around 
is that my odd combo of majors will 
turn me into a very ethical 
businessman 


either 
or a traudulent pas- 
tor. So | think I can safely rule out 
a career in the ministry, but that 
doesn't narrow my options down 
a lot 

| need to find something that I'm 
really passionate about, something 
that I'm naturally good at 

And now, I've found exactly what 
I've been looking for! A chance inci- 
dent two months ago led me to my 


ideal profession—and here's the 
story behind it. 
You see, my brother Phil had 


taken off for the winter to make his 
millions in Boomtown, Alberta, and 


I was left with the job of selling his 
old Volkswagen Jetta. 

I didn’t know a lot about the car 
except that it had a lot of, well, char 
acter. | was the one who usually 
made the most fun of it, so I prob 
ably wasn’t the best candidate for 
preaching its benefits to others, but 
what can ya do? 

You may have seen the Jetta at 
the bottom of the deep ditch on 
Redeemer’s front drive last spring 
after a Church In The Box, Even if 
you missed it then, you definite 
ly didn’t miss the yards of sod that 
it dredged up at the bottom of the 
ditch. (I'm taking a gamble here that 
Redeemer’s maintenance guys won't 
read this.) 

Anyways, it'd been sitting on my 
front yard for a month and in the 
newly paved driveway for another 
month, creating expensive depres 
sions in both, | had a few people talk 
to me about it, but most of them are 
from my church, They wished me 
luck at selling it, but they laughed 
when | asked if they were interest 
ed...probably not a good sign 

But then I took some nice pictures 
of the thing to post on AutoTrader, 
and lo and behold, a nice father-and 
son team from Welland pulled into 
my driveway one day. | went out to 
meet them and offered to show them 
the car. 

| opened the hood, and the front 
grille fell off, so | reminded the guy 
that the Jetta was being sold as is. He 
poked at the reservoir for the wind- 
shield washer fluid; he then popped 
the cap and stuck his finger inside, 
laughing. The tank was a solid block 
of ice, 

I mentioned that to Phil on the 


phone a few days later, and he was 


surprised. 

“Tt was frozen?” 

“Yeah—what did you put in 
there? Just water?” 

“Umm...” He laughs. “What's 


supposed to be in there?” 

So I don’t know how Phil kept his 
windshield clean over the last two 
years, Maybe he just stuck his head 
out the Window. Or maybe he'd get 
others to drive while he stuck his 
head out the sunroof, yelling out di- 
rections. Hey, I’ve seen him do it be- 
fore. 


| explained that the 
brakes were pretty 
much toast and that 
most of the exhaust 
system was dangling 
on coat hangers. Well, 
c'mon, | couldn't lie... 


— ————$—$—$—$$ 


After some more chitchat with the 
two guys from Welland, they asked 
the dreaded question: “What kind of 
work do y’think has to be done to get 
it safetied ?” 

Where could | start? I explained 
that the brakes were pretty much 
toast and that most of the 
haust system was dangling on coat 
hangers. Well, c'mon, I couldn't 
lie—remember the whole ethical 
businessman thing I was telling you 
about? 


ex- 


But they didn’t seem to mind the 
decrepit exhaust. They did a circle 
check around the rear of the vehicle 
and then wandered back to the front, 
peering under the hood, They poked 
at a hose here and a wire there and 
smiled at each other as if they’d un- 
covered a real bargain. 

Hey, if they were happy, | was 
happy. And if they thought that the 
clunking sound was from the muf- 
fler and not from a valve, | wasn’t 
going to disappoint them. It wasn’t 
like I was withholding important 
information. When it came to vital 
questions like the condition of the 
engine or the transmission, | was as 
naive as they were. Actually, | had 
made a point of remaining inno- 
cent about the condition of the car 
because I suspected the diagnosis 
wouldn't go very well 

So this guy pulled out his wal- 
let and handed me $600 in cash as 
if he were going to drive it home to 
Welland right then and there. | was 
caught off guard—had | told him 
that the brakes were pretty much 
gone? | was already seeing a dis- 
turbing headline on the 10 o'clock 
news: “Faulty Brakes on Jetta Blamed 
for Multi- Vehicle QEW Crash.” 

“Actually, it would probably be a 
good idea if you took it for a spin 
around the block first,” | offered 
“It might take a while to get used 
to the brakes.” They agreed. So the 
son hopped into the driver’s seat, 
and his dad took the passenger seat 
I reached for the handle of one of the 
rear doors and then remembered 
the rear doors didn’t work. I fiddled 
with it anyways for a few seconds, 
feeling like an idiot. I told them to 
take off without me, but the dad in- 


sisted that I take the passenger seat. 
So I slid in and off we went. 

A few minutes down the road, 
a red light in the instrument panel 
came on. I ignored it and asked the 
guy a question about his old car that 
he had been telling me about. The 
distraction didn’t work for long. 
“What's that light mean?” 

| had no clue, but I did my best 
to interpret. | leaned forward and 
squinted my eyes. Hmm... The red 
symbol on the dash kinda looked 
like a thermometer, but I didn’t want 
to suggest to him that the vehicle 
was overheating or anything. So | 
told him I didn’t know. 

Really, | didn’t see why he was so 
picky anyway. On older cars, warn- 
ing lights on the dash just happen 
There doesn’t need to be a reason 
for it. I’ve found from personal ex- 
perience that if you ignore it for long 
enough, it usually goes away. It was 
probably just a little electrical glitch, 

Anyway, these guys ended up 
buying the car, believe it or not. I had 
a strange urge to ask them to give 
me a phone call when they got back 
home—just to make sure that they 
arrived safely, y’know?—but I real- 
ized it would sound a little strange 
It would’ ve been good customer ser- 
vice, | guess, but I didn’t want to act 
like his mother. They were happy to 
get the car, and | was happy to be rid 
of it, so I felt like I'd done humanity 
in general a real service 

So that was Chapter One of my 
life as a used car salesman. What's 
the auction block? Well, 
since you're asking, I do have a gen- 


next on 


tly used Honda Civic. It’s got a new 
hood, lots of character, little to cer 
tify 
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BRENDAN KOOY 
Junior Staff Slavr 


| bee currently complet- 
a bachelor’s degree at 
Redeemer University College; 
however, as a fan of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs, I am 
also a student of the School of 
Hard Knocks. 

Here we are at the end of 
another disappointing season 
that was full of injuries, losses 
to Ottawa, examples of lame- 
duck coaching, and useless 
Russian players. Due to the 
unprofitable rules of the new 
NHL, this season has been 
even more disappointing than 
previous seasons for the luck- 
less Leafs—Lindros, Belfour, 
Sundin, Suglobov, Antropov, 
and any other “ov’s” that 
Pat Quinn has experimented 
with, and the list goes on. 

Sure, we've seen the emer- 


sive defenseman to wear the 
blue maple leaf since Borje 
Salming, but Bryan McCabe 
has proven that as good as 
he is on offense, he is equal- 
ly terrible on defense. And the 
woes on the blue line don’t 
stop there. If a poll were to be 
taken asking what the differ- 
ence is between a grand piano 
on skates and Aki Berg, I'd 
guess that most voters would 
opt for the piano over Berg in 
their starting line-up on any 
given night. Speaking of pia- 
nos, Wake Belak has shown 
Leafs fans what skating with 
one on your back actually 
looks like. 

Usually I’m not one to turn 
on management, but I might 
have to make an exception 
this year. 

After failing to guide the 
most talented hockey coun- 
try in the world to a gold 


compile a losing record in th 
Mecca of hockey, Pat Quin 
might want to consider a y 
cational change to a priso: 
guard, where his steely glar 
might prove more effective 
Perhaps, and please exeus 
the irony, he might even be in 
clined to return to his nat 


that has named an arena and 
a street after him, to wor 
one of the fine establis 
on Barton Street. * 
As for John Ferguson. 
maybe a career in ac 
would be better for hir 
even heard that Hollywoe 
looking for lead actors in th 
upcoming film depicting th 
collapse of the American | 
ergy giant Enron. Maybe it’ 
just me, but it seems that hi 
résumé would fit the exper 
ence needed. 


the Leafs nation is scratching 
its head. Where did the glory 
days go? 

In fact, most of us weren't 
even alive for the true glory 
days. I certainly wasn’t 
alive in 1967, the year that 
the Leafs last hoisted Lord 
Stanley’s Cup. First came the 
70s, where the most memo- 
rable moment was Lanny 
McDonald’s playoff overtime 
goal in '78 to derail the future 
four-time Cup champion New 
York Islanders. Then came the 
80s, and I won't even go there. 
The 90s resurrected the confi- 
dence of the blue and white 
with “Killer” Doug Gilmour, 
Wendel Clark, and goalten- 
ders Felix Potvin and Curtis 
Joseph. But still, the Leafs 
gained no cup. 

We are now in the modern 
age. This has been the age of 
Sundin, Tucker, Belfour, and 


age of early playoff exits, 
courtesy of the Philadelphia 
Flyers and New Jersey Devils. 
And still, we wait. 

I doubt that the city of 
Toronto and the greater sur- 
rounding area will ever lose 
hope. The same way that we 
at Redeemer cling to the hope 
that the grand expansion 
plans might actually someday 
materialize on this side of the 
Rapture, Leafs fans still hope. 
To some, the dream of the 
Cup parading down Yonge 
Street is as likely as the im- 
plementation of some perfect 
form of communism; to oth- 
ers, itis as real as the reality of 
having to pay taxes. 

Personally, I don’t think 
I'll ever lose hope. I won’t be 
one of those cursed bandwag- 
on fans who start cheering 
for Tampa Bay Lightning as 
soon as my beloved Leafs hit 
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I won't follow the ways of a 
certain Dean of Students and 
cheer for a team south of the 
border like, say, the Detroit 
Red Wings. | won’t turn my 
back on this franchise, no 
matter how long it takes to 
bring that blessed giant silver 
cup to Ontario’s capital city. 
Because when it does come, 
l'll be there, and I'll quick- 
ly forget about the years of 
heartbreak, anger, frustration, 
and strife. 

I doubt that I'll even get to 
fly my Leafs car flag this year 
during the playoffs. No more 
conversations in the grocery 
store about “them Leafs;” no 
more angry gestures to those 
flying the Senators’ colours 
from their car windows; no 
more listening to Bob and 
Harry from the Foster Hewitt 
Gondola in the Air Canada 
Centre in May. But hey, there’s 


gence of the first true offen- 


medal, and then going on to 


With the end of a nine- e 
postseason streak | ’ 


McCabe. It has also been the 


the golf course in the spring. always next year. 


Confessions of a Computer Nerd| Letter to the Editor 


The great outdoors is not the only thing that 
strikes this nature lover’s interest 


DAN BRINKMAN 
Senior Staff Slave 


M7” students at Redeemer con- 
sider me to be an outdoorsman 
(a polite way of saying “redneck”) at 
heart. That's fair enough, for I often 
wear my hunting clothes to school, 
and I probably talk about fishing too 
much. All the Crown articles I have 
written have been about getting out- 
doors, appreciating Creation, and 
exploring local environmental is- 
sues. In the true spirit of a liberal 
arts education, | thought it fitting to 
devote an article to something other 
than nature and meals made from 
wild plants and critters. In this arti- 
cle, I’m hanging up the guns and let- 
ting you in on a secret... 

I'm also a computer nerd. A digi- 
tal dork. A bona fide geek. I caught 
my first fix of gaming goodness well 
before I caught my first fish! 

Sibling rivalry is a common theme 
in many families, and my family 
was no exception. While growing 
up, my siblings were smarter, fast- 
er, and stronger than I was (maybe 
they still are—you can be the judge 
of that!). But there was always the 
electronic arena to compete in, and 
I was the reigning champion. In real 
life, | couldn’t have hoped to run 
faster than my older brothers, but 
when we competed in the classic 
Summer Games on Commodore 64, I 
was usually able to live out my digi- 
tal Olympic dreams and capture the 
gold medal. These video games al- 
lowed me to be anyone, do anything, 
and go anywhere, so | was drawn to 
them like a virus to a hard drive. 

Beginning with Commodore 
64, | took up newer systems over 
the years, such as Nintendo, Turbo 
Grafx 16, and IBM compatible com- 
puters, | kept up on the latest and 
greatest games, at first spending my 
paper route money, then summer job 
money, and then even my scholar- 
ship money (okay I’m lying now). 

After I finished grade eight in 
1996, | plunked down my entire 
summer earnings from farm work 
(almost three grand!) to buy my first 
computer: a Pentium 200 MMX com- 
plete with a 4mb graphics accelera- 
tor (don’t be jealous!). The computer 
was strictly a “homework” machine 
(of course!), but I managed to find 
the time to play strategy games such 
as the Civilization series, simulations 
such as Pirates!, and action games 
such as Outlaws, and many other 
variants of digital crack cocaine. 

Perhaps I spent too much time 
playing games on my strictly “home- 
work” machine, but some particular- 
ly strong forms of digital drugs just 
have a way of demanding way too 
much of your time. Consider the 


case of Civilization II: it takes weeks 
to finish it and is infinitely re-play- 
able, as it is a very open-ended 
“sandbox” game where there is no 
right or wrong way of playing it. 
It is a turn-based strategy game in 
which you begin with a small band 
of cavemen and guide them into 
the twenty-first century as they ex- 
plore, build cities, develop technol- 
ogies, negotiate peace or war, and 
construct wonders of the world. I’ve 
enjoyed much tenure as world lead- 
er “Caesar Brinkman of the Dutch,” 
much to the detriment of my marks 
in high school, college, and even a 
little here at Redeemer (but not any- 
more—I quit this one cold turkey 
and have never had a relapse). 

You can finish the game, but 
you'll want to start over again be- 
cause the next game could be total- 
ly different. If you finished the game 
through tyranny and backstabbing, 
you could play again and act as the 
benevolent ruler that you should be 
and strive for world peace. Also, 
every new turn brings new rewards 
and new challenges, and the excite- 
ment of watching your empire grow 
always leaves the player itching for 
just “one more turn.” Before you 
know it, “one more turn” turns into 
many more turns, and you have the 
startling realization that one hour 
of playing was actually six hours 
of video games, and it is already 
2:37 a.m. on a school night. Other 
Civilization II fans can attest to this 
phenomenon! 

Surely, it seems that with noth- 
ing to show for all the hours spent 
building virtual empires, playing 
video games is a complete waste of 
time. Yet video and computer games 
can’t be reduced to a complete waste 
of time. There are some very posi- 
tive benefits to being an avid fan of 
electronic entertainment. For me, it 
fostered a curiosity and an under- 
standing of how these gaming ma- 
chines work, and this has helped 
my career, as everyone at my former 
office job could count on me to fix 
LAN problems. Also, it cleared up 
my misconceptions about confusing 
terms such as binary language (not 
acceptable as a second language at 
Redeemer), megabytes (not a fish- 
ing term), megahertz (not a type of 
injury), RAM (not a truck), and hard 
drives (not a poorly paved road). 

From a health perspective, com- 
puter games are underappreciated. 
Sure, video games can be a very sed- 
entary activity, but they don’t have to 
be. Some games have a virtual real- 
ity element where you run on the 
Spot on a touch-sensitive floor pad 
to control your onscreen character. 
I had no problem doing the manda- 
tory cardio and strength training for 
Physical Education 100, and I have 
hiked well over 20 miles in a single 
day for fun, but nothing could have 
prepared me for the grueling Dance 
Dance Revolution sessions | attempt- 
ed last year. 

Onscreen images indicate where 


and when you move your feet while 
a constant barrage of music keeps 
you psyched up to handle the task. 
As a fitness training regimen, it is so 
effective and advantageous that even 
the East German Olympic teams of 
yesteryear would have avoided it for 


fear of being caught. And there is the 


matter of conditioning reflexes and 
eye-to-hand coordination. With my 
reflexes being as good as they are 
and my knowledge of hundreds of 
forms of martial a palm) 

Street Fighter, Mortal 


like, Vm. te spplider 
what it ta to a kung 


ter—move over or get hurt, Je 


tally enriched by these games. I re- 
ceived a hands-on education in 
many academic on atin, as 
computer science, political science 
(Civilization Il), physical education 
(Summer & Winter Games series), 
martial arts (River City m), 
urban planning (Sim City), phys- 
ics (Stunt Driver), business manage- 
ment (Jagged Alliance 2), history (Age 
of Empires Il), science (Half-Life), sta- 
tistics and probability (Minesweeper), 
mythology and classical studies 
(Heroes of Might and Magic series), 
music (Dance Dance Revolution), art 
(MS Paint), economics (Colonization), 
plumbing (Mario Brothers), and even 
counter-terrorism (Ghost Recon). | 
should receive a honourary degree 
for all of this! 

Academic interest aside, | learned 
valuable life lessons from video 
games too. I learned chivalry from 
the Mario Brothers series by rescu- 
ing Princess, patience while waiting 
for Commodore 64 to load, diagnos- 
ing and solving problems (an espe- 
cially hard-won skill before Windows 
came to mean more than just panes 
of glass in a wall), sportsmanship, 
teamwork, dedication, leadership, 
selflessness (what else can you call it 
when someone is willing to stay up 
half the night just to save the world 
from the bad guys?), and courage 
(some of those games are downright 
scary. Have you ever played Half- 
Life with the lights turned down 
and the sound cranked up?), | truly 
am a better man for having played 
video games —let there be no doubt 
about it! 

If you want the aforementioned 
benefits derived from video games 
but don’t want to part with large 
sums of cash, you can find many of 
your old favourites online for free 
at H 
MainMenu.htm. 

Make sure that whatever you 
download is legal, which means you 
should own the console system and 
the games you download, I've found 
a few decent emulators and ROMs 
which trick your computer into 
thinking that it is a Nintendo, and 
I have found some older PC games 
that are now in the public domain. 

Remember, video games can be- 
come a powerful time waster—but 
only if you let them, 


Mom sends her love to our Editor-in-Chief 


Dear Editor, be lots of nice girls there. Your dad 
and I hope to see some grandchil- 
It’s been awhile since you dren someday from you. 


have been home, and we all miss 
you. Uncle Al called yesterday to 
see if you were going to be able 
to mow his lawn this summer 
like you have for the last couple 
of years. He says that he will give 
you a raise and that maybe Aunt 


Thank you for the picture of you 
and your friends. Are you eating 
enough? I am sending you some 
food in the mail because I am a bit 
concerned about your health. Your 
dad says you are naturally fit, but | 
am afraid you are losing weight. 


Marg will even make you her fa- I have finished patching your 
mous blueberry muffins. red shirt. I went to the fabric store 
I'm getting a little bit con- to find the exact shade of red but 
cerned about your girl situation. was unable to find it. But since 
Remember that you are in your the hole was in your armpit, I 
fourth year, Jason. Just because , don’t think anyone will notice as 
you are going back for a.semester .  _longias you ike left arm 
next year does not mean that you down. | also ran out of red thread, 
should keep putting this part of but thankfully Aunt Nancy came 


down for a visit and was able to 
bring some. She says hi as well. 


your life off. President Cooper sent 
us his regards, and among his re- 
quest that we financially support 


Redeemer, he included pictures See you soon 
of various places and students at With Love, 
Redeemer. Jason, there seems to Mom 


_ Tat WN 
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Nuclear Power Plant Enterprise Now Underway 


Redeemer cancels conservation project for nuclear physiology program 


JAKE BELDER 
Senior Staff Slave 


ince the school’s incep- 
a in 1982, Redeemer has 
strived to continually expand 
its academic horizons by in- 
cluding new programs and 
degree options for students 
to pursue, There is another 
expansion project underway 
for Redeemer’s academic of- 
ferings that fits into the ongo- 
ing building project. 

With approval from the 
federal government and the 
Chernoby! Society of Nuclear 
Physicists, Redeemer will 
be introducing studies into 
the scientific field of nucle- 
ar physics by building a nu- 
clear power plant on the 
property. Students in the sci- 
ence program will now be 
able to earn a degree in nucle- 
ar physiology. 

Science professors Edward 
Berkelaar and Gary Chiang 


are very excited about 
the prospects. “This is a 
bold move for Redeemer,” 


Berkelaar said. “We've been 
waiting for this for years.” 
The initial construction of 
the plant is set to begin this 
summer. Plans for new road- 
ways, residence halls, soccer 
fields, and conservation areas 
have been set aside in favour 
of the nuclear plant. Presi- 
dent Justin Cooper informed 
a press conference audience 
earlier this week that the 
previous campus plans were 


scrapped. 
Dr. Henry Brouwer intro- 


duced the project to a large 
audience last week and out- 
lined the plans for the con- 
struction, including its 
location. “We will be placing 


Redeemer’s new nuclear power plant churns along steadily, spewing forth good smells and economic promise. 


the plant on the northwest 
corner of the property. Not 
only will this keep the power 
plant away from public areas, 
but it will eliminate the previ- 
ously planned conservation 
area.” Brouwer cited this as a 
good move because the elim- 
ination of the creek alleviates 
concern about nuclear waste 
contaminating the water. 

The power plant will cover 
an area of approximately 30 
acres at the back of Redeemer’s 
property, and round-the-clock 
construction is expected to 
begin shortly. “Our hope is 
to have the plant operating by 
September,” said Dr. Jitse van 
der Meer. “Students need to be 
learning about nuclear phys- 
ics as soon as possible. The fu- 
ture will not wait.” 

Redeemer has once again 
recruited Reinders to draw up 
plans for the project, though 
some tension has developed 


due to the cancellation of the 
previous project, and there 
are fears that this could lead 
to intentional design flaws 
by Reinders. The school has 
guaranteed the public that 
this tension will not result 
in haphazard designs for the 
plant, despite the fact that 
no employee of Reinders has 
ever seen a nuclear power 
plant. “The public has noth- 
ing to fear. Reinders has thor- 
oughly researched the design 
using Wikipedia.Read my 
lips: There will be no nuclear 
fallout!” said Media Relations 


Mark Van 


spokesperson 
Beveren, 

The school has been ques- 
tioned about the costs of such 
a project but has given their 
assurance that the cost will 
not exceed $4 billion. This fig- 
ure will multiply Redeemer’s 
2006 budget by 700. 

When inquired about how 
they will raise such a large 
amount of money, a statement 
from the Admissions office 
stated that one of Redeemer’s 
strategies will be to tar- 
get the upper-class youth of 
North Korea for prospective 


The school has been questioned 
about the costs of such a project but 
has given their assurance that the cost 


will not exceed $4 billion. 


students: Not only do they 
have substantial amounts of 
money to offer, but they show 
a particular interest in learn- 
ing about nuclear physics. 

However, the costs worry 
many people, especially the 
current Dutch middle-class 
majority. Already struggling 
to cope with an annual tuition 
rate of $11, 000, students can- 
not imagine the possibilities 
of having to pay $7.7 million 
per year. To curb these fears, 
the school has promised to 
double entrance scholarships 
for the next academic year. In 
addition, the provincial gov- 
ernment plans to increase 
minimum wage by $0.10 per 
hour. 

Public response the 
construction of the plant 
has been both positive and 
negative. Those living adja- 
cent to the construction site 
are concerned about the ap- 


to 


pearance of the plant, espe- 
cially of the large cooling 
tower. To address this prob- 
lem, Redeemer’s art students 
will be commissioned to 
paint a mural on the exterior 
of the plant that represents 
the plant foliage and wildlife 
that would have existed in the 
previously planned conserva- 
tion area 

There have also been con- 
cerns raised about the health 
effects with regard to the pres- 
ence of radioactive material. “1 
will say it for the last time: 
There will be no nuclear fall- 
out!” said Van Berveren. 

Berkelaar also responded 
to the concern: “No worries. 
With a bunch of first-year sci- 
ence students in the plant, you 
can be sure it will not be op- 
erating on a consistent basis.” 
When asked about the effects 
of the radioactive material, 
he said, “At the most, you'll 
some kids with three 
arms. Nothing beyond that.” 

Despite the concerns, the 
community is excited about 
having additional power gen- 
eration so close to home. This 
will allow them to run their 
air conditioners even more 
frequently during the sum- 
mer months and keep lights 
on around the clock. How- 
ever, they have been warned 
that due to the student op- 
eration of the plant, they 
should expect hourly outages. 
Redeemer is also concerned 
about the more tight-fisted 
senior population down the 
street who are attempting to 
discretely tap into the power 
plant. 

Redeemer has begun to so- 
licit donations and expects to 
have the plant paid off within 
the next five centuries. Coo- 
per said excitedly, “This will 
put Redeemer on the map,” 
and he added in an under- 
tone, “Well, so long as a disas- 
ter doesn’t wipe Redeemer off 
the map.” 


see 


Recent Statistics Alarm the 
Redeemer Community 


Netherlands Committee formed 
to increase Dutch admissions 


NATALIE ARMSTRONG 
Senior Staff Slave 


recent survey of 
Redeemer University 
College students has yield- 
edsome very interesting 
statistics that have called for 
the Redeemer community to 
take action. 

Of the first year students 
polled, an astounding 98 per- 
cent of them revealed that 
they could not pick Abraham 
Kuyper out of a line-up if 
asked. Upon hearing these 
shocking results, a shaken 
Al Wolters declared that he 
was planning on writing a 
new book entitled Kuyper 
Regained, featuring a num- 
ber of never before seen 
portraits, An equally dis- 
turbed Gideon Strauss has 
pitched the idea of creating a 
“WWAKD?” campaign that 
he would like to see to begin 
in the Fall of 2006. 

Another surprising statis- 
tic from the survey was that 
only 78 percent of first-year 


students’ last names begin 
with “van” or “de.” This sta- 
tistic has fallen eight full per- 
centage points since 2002, 

Further statistics that have 
cause for some alarm in- 
clude: 


¢ Only 63 percent of cur- 
rent Redeemer students own 
wooden clogs 

* 22 percent of Redeemer 
Students do not know what 
the acronym “CRC” means 
(of that 22 percent, 50 percent 
did not know what the word 
“acronym” meant) 

* The average height of in- 
coming students has been re- 
duced from 61” to 5/11” 

¢ the male to female ratio 
currently sits at 1:12 

¢ 28 percent of students 
could not define the term 
“dookie” 

¢ 56 percent of students 
believed that Friesians were 
cookies manufactured by 


Voortmans 
* Only 68 percent of third- 
year students are engaged 


(this is also down by six per- 
cent from 2000) 

¢ Only 52 percent of stu- 
dents at Redeemer have 
blonde hair and blue eyes 


Senior students at 
Redeemer University College 
are appalled by the recent re- 
lease of statistics. 


A fourth-year student, 
who wishes to remain 
anonymous, commented, 


“If this were my first year, 
| wouldn’t stay after read~ 
ing [some of the] statistics 
presented,,.It is a dark day 
for Redeemer, and the admin- 
istration needs to take imme- 
diate action.” Other students 
have called for the school to 
lead a new recruitment ini- 
tiative to the Netherlands, 
claiming that itis one obvi- 
ous option to return numbers 
to a comfortable level. 

Administration refused 
to comment on the crisis di- 
rectly but claims that they 
have struck a committee to 
look into the issue. 


G-Unit at Heart of Many 
Redeemer Memories 


Thirteen-man fraternity set to disband; 


MARCEL VANDER WIER 
Senior Staff Slave 


“G-Unit” has become a 
near-legendary word in these 
parts. It is a word whispered 
in hushed tones in the muted 
constraints of the library, a 
word chanted with fervour 
at Redeemer social gather- 
ings, a word spoken with 
dread by the father of every 
first-year female student. 

The G-Unit is that three- 
Story rustic house located 
at 822 Garth Street, a place 
called home by 13 male 
Redeemer students. G-Unit 
Members are renowned 
on campus for their athlet- 
ic prowess and academic 
achievements, as well as for 
a plethora of other celebrat- 
ed feats. 

After an illustrious two 
years, the curtains are clos- 
ing on this 13-man fraterni- 
ty. Yet, before each of their 
Names go down in the an- 
nals of Redeemer University 

liege, the record needs to 
be set straight. 

This article is being writ- 
ten for two reasons: first, to 
dispel some of the myths 
that are often associated with 
the G-Unit; and second, to in- 
troduce some inherent truths 
that the rest of the student 
body may not know about 
this fraternity. 

The following _ beliefs 
about the G-Unit members 
he be dismissed as mythi- 


myths clarified 


e The G-Unit consists of 
a bunch of party animals. 
Myth: Although the group 
has been known to host a 
good party, they prefer to be 
known not as animals but as 
hippies. 

* The G-Unit is comprised 
of the school’s 13 biggest 
jocks. Myth: Face it. Nobody 
in the G-Unit is as sporty as 
Chris Butt. 

* Brad’s pink truck is a 
real hit with the ladies. Myth: 
Enough said. 


Now it’s time for some 
good old-fashioned G-Unit 
truths: 


* The site of Joel Knight's 
most embarrassing moment 
was 822 Garth Street. Fact. 

¢ Matt Groot did take a 
double dosage of Exlax at 
the G-Unit and astonishingly 
held his own. Fact. 

¢ Phil VanderSluis has 
a nipple ring. Fact. He is 
hands-down the bravest of 
the G-Unit boys. 


Okay, okay, okay, every- 
one calm down and keep 
reading. Yes, some of these 
stories are true, but most are 
myths. 

Generalizations do not 
suffice when characterizing 
the G-Unit men. Each man is 
an individual; each man has 
his (or her—Phil) own per- 
sonal strengths. Although 
diverse, they were able to 
make a unique impact in the 


Redeemer community via 
the G-Unit label. They made 
a difference. Remember their 
names. 

Ladies and gentlemen, 
your local G-Unit boys are 
riding off into the sunset. 
Gather ye autographs while 
ye may. 


G-Unit Members: 


King 
Hoagie 


Upper Class 

Dave DeGraaf 
Mark Speeiman 
Marcel VanderWier 


Middle Class 

Cory “Johnson” McArthur 
Dustin VanHouwelingen 
Richy “Franchise” 
VanderWier 

Jiggy Visser 

Esteban Schilstra 

Ryan Zantingh 


ecent announcements by 

President Justin Cooper 
suggested that various exten- 
sions and expansions on cam- 
pus will carry construction 
into 2007. Positive feedback 
and suggestions were gath- 
ered, which prompted further 
construction that may begin 
as early as this summer and 
will likely impede students in 
the 2006-2007 academic year. 

The first of these changes 
regards the library. Many stu- 
dents are positive about the 
look and functionality of the 
new Peter Turkstra Library, 
but they are concerned about 
its distance from the main en- 
trance of the school. 

It has been challenging for 
students to complete their 
papers on time because they 
have difficulty sprinting 
across the academic building 
to ensure a research paper is 
submitted and time-stamped 
before the midnight dead- 
line that many professors 
give. These students  suf- 
fer from lack of energy from 
running after sleepless nights 


Changes and updates made to original construction proposal 


and have complained of leg 
cramps due to the lack of time 
to stretch properly. Sources 
believe that to alleviate this 
concern, the library will be 
moved to the north side of 
campus using a convoluted 
system of ropes and pulleys. 
This raised questions as to 
how the void left by the re- 
moved library beneath the 
second-level classrooms on 
the south side of campus will 
be filled. Interviews with con- 
struction experts concluded 
that these classrooms can- 
not be held up by prayer 
alone. Ideas began to stream 
in from inside and out of the 
Redeemer community about 
how to fill this space. Experts 
agree that, indeed, prayer 
would be necessary since the 
budget for building materials 
is substantially low. 
Suggestions for an on-cam- 
pus pub in the new wing 
were quickly shot down as 
were the proponents of such a 
project. There were further re- 
quests for even smaller class 
sizes but unfortunately, these 


petitions were 
misunder- 
stood, leaving 
the blueprints 
for this new 
wing to in- 
clude a dozen 
closet-sized 
lecture halls. 

Redeemer 
decided that part of this 
empty space will be designat- 
ed as warehouse space, which 
will be offered to Pepsi. This 
will undoubtedly upset Coca- 
Cola, causing a bidding war 
that will ultimately pay for 
many of the costs incurred for 
this continuing expansion, 

The Redeemer choir will 
also receive a portion of this 
new wing, although access 
will be restricted. The rea- 
sons for this restriction are 
unknown, but there will be 
speculation in the gossip col- 
umns. Perhaps these reasons 
will be explained on religious 
tracts, 

The Crown will also receive 
a larger office for the main 
purpose of accommodating 


New Redeemer Policies 
Help Curb Immodesty 
Layers will be the new fashion in 2006-2007 


JESSE SMITH 
“Special” to The Clown 
edeemer University 
College is buckling down 
on crime: spiritual crime. 
Spurred on by the article 
written in The Crown during 
first semester, the high-ups at 
Redeemer University College 
have decided to make modes- 
ty a student law 
As the article so clearly en- 
lightened ‘us, the problem of 
sexual sin in a man’s life is 
solely the fault and respon- 
sibility of the woman he lusts 
after. With this in mind, an 


executive meeting was con- 
ducted to establish a basis of 
attack, to rid us once and for 
all of the women responsible 
for our spiritual failings. Out 
of the meeting was born an 


emendation of the paragraph 


under “Dress” on Page 7 of 
the Student Handbook 
This seven-page list of 


banned items and restrictions 
include 
smaller than an extra large, 


any clothing items 
make-up and hair supplies, 
dresses or skirts that do not 
extend past the ankles, and 
pants that an official sized 
softball easily 
through. There is 
of items the school personally 


cannot pass 


also a list 


recommends, including par- 
kas, burqas, culottes, turtle- 


neck sweaters, and jumpers. 
rhe list was partially adapted 
from Julia Childs’ own ward- 
robe. 

Apart from this being in 
ink, Redeemer staff is taking 
a more proactive approach 
involving several different 
departments. Security has 
been given the instructions to 
pass out long sleeve t-shirts 
to all those seeking to vio- 
late Redeemer policy. Only 
18 square inches of skin may 
be shown at any given time 
and only on certain areas of 
the human body (to see a de- 
tailed diagram, contact Justin 
Cooper). If you want to wear 
anything other than an XXL t- 
shirt with the words “Pickles 
are Healthy!” on it, then you 
should obey the rules. 

The Green Team has also 
offered to this noble 
school effort. Beginning to- 
morrow, all will be 
sprayed with decaying com- 
post, the benefits being two- 


assist 


lawns 


fold; one, the compost will 
help nourish and strengthen 
our soils and root systems, 
and two, the disgusting smell 
of this year’s collected com- 
post will encourage our girls 
to stay indoors and out of the 
tempting sunlight. 

Also among the plans for 
campus-wide 
razor confiscation. All wom- 


change is a 


The Clown’s former Editor-in-Chief Jen Wiener proudly 
adorns recommended garb in order to help curb immodesty. 


en's razors are being taken 
in order to make the modesty 
issue easier on all of us. It has 
been expressed by some non- 
European men that if any- 
thing were to keep them from 
sin, it might be bristly un- 
kempt legs and underarms. 

Jessica DeSmit comments 
on this particular measure: 
“T think taking the razors is a 
great idea! Although I haven't 
shaved my legs for years any- 
way, this movement makes 
women so much more free! 
Think about it girls! There 
is no pressure to have silky 
smooth legs because it’s been 
banned! And according to 
Paragraph 8, subsection C of 
the new amendment, if you 
grow enough leg/underarm 
hair, you’re entitled to two 
more square inches of skin ex- 
posure! Thanks, Redeemer!” 

Half-naked — horticulturist 
Justin Free, while sunbathing 
next to the pond, had this to 
say: “A flower is a very very 
beautiful thing. During win- 
ter it vanishes entirely, only 
to emerge in the spring in all 
its glory. As the sun gets more 
and more intense, its pedals 
and sepals explode out of the 
flower buds and reveal their 
colors to all who have eyes. 
That is the way of nature. It 
has nothing to do with girls 
though; they should just keep 
covered up all year. Thanks, 
Redeemer!” 

A very small number of 
women on campus are pro 
testing the move. Among 
their few rather shallow ar 
ruments is that the new re- 
strictions aren‘t practical. 
“What will we do with all of 
our clothes?” is the common 
question. The answer, howey 
er, is obvious: As long as we 
can’t see them, you can wear 
them. Put on that tank top 
under your favorite woolen 
sweater! Wear those capris as 
your new pajamas! Craft that 
thong into an attractive fruit 
basket! Be creative, and enjoy 
yourselves, 

In summary, there is going 
to be some real “changing” 
happening around campus, 
For the most part, the re- 
sponse is an overwhelming 
“thank you” from Redeemer 
men and women alike. There 
will be no more “thong-song” 
sung around here but, rath- 
er, the more modest “Hark 
a-Parka!” 
will all be dressed as beauti- 
fully as an onion, with many, 
many layers. 


From now on, we 


TIM DYKSTRA 
Senior Staff Slave 


a particu- 
lar advice 
columnist’s 
request for 
a grandiose 
office that 
is complete 
with leath- 
er couches 
and a bil- 
liards table. This will be left 
to him despite his upcoming 
graduation from Redeemer. 

Suggestions for a view- 
ing theatre were positively 
received, but this is yet to 
be confirmed in the plans. 
This theatre would be used 
for viewing student films, 
O.C. episodes, as well as 
Coffeehouse—the latter on 
a ten-second delay to guard 
against offensive content. 
This is a popular idea with 
students and is likely to be in- 
cluded. 

Similarly, this new section 
of the school will also have a 
“technology training room.” 
This section will be dedicated 
to teaching students and pro- 
fessors how to properly use 


the media equipment in the 
new classrooms, such as the 
screen, projector, computer, 
and light switches. This new 
wing has tentatively been 
labeled as the “Chef Dave 
Wing,” prompted by those 
who were on the Redeemer 
food plan before his employ- 
ment. 

Beyond the academic 
building, there are further 
plans for expansion of on- 
campus housing. First, there 
are rumours of building more 
dormitories in the same style 
as Augustine Hall. One will 
house female students, and 
the other will house male 
students, The buildings will 
be ridiculously close to one 
another so that those not as- 
signed to one of these resi- 


dences will feel awkward 
looking at them. 
Sources confirmed _ that 


a watchtower for the secu- 
rity team is included in the 
plans. This will allow illegal- 
ly parked cars and cracked 
open doors to be seen more 
easily, and subsequent fines 
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Redeemer Plans for Future Expansion 


can be distributed. The plans 
include a dome that will be 
placed over the tennis courts 
to make them available in 
all seasons. Redeemer stu 
dents have already started 
affectionately calling this the 
“Redeemer Bubble.” 

Not all plans are on sched- 
ule. The construction teams 
working in the recently exca 
vated site on the north end of 
Redeemer have been stopped 
due to outside protest. It ap 
pears that this land was once 
an Indian burial site. The de- 
ceased Native Canadians 
could not be reached for com- 
ment. 

Redeemer students seem 
to be excited about the ex- 
pected changes. One student 
has been quoted, stating that 
these new expansion plans 
were “the best announcement 
since the free after-church 
luncheons.” Everybody ap- 
pears to be excited about 
the extension of the build- 
ing plans, and we hope we 
will begin to see the positive 
changes by next semester. 


Registrar Mascot a Victim in 
Kidnapping Plot 


Authorities Search for Beloved Frosty 


MERRY WINTERS 
“Special” to The Clown 
taff members of the 
Registrar’s Office at 


Redeemer University College 
are distraught over the ab- 
duction of their beloved win- 
ter mas¢ot, Frosty the plush 
snowman. 

Frosty, a permanent fix- 
ture on the reception desk in 
the Registrar’s office over the 
past several months, was last 
seen there on March 16, 2006. 
Departmental Assistant Faith 
Boer received a ransom note 
soon after Frosty’s disappear- 
ance, claiming that Frosty is 
alive and well. 

In a postcard sent to Boer, 
Frosty indicated he had es- 
caped the clutches of his cap- 
tors through the help of his 
good friend Santa Claus. To 
recuperate from the ordeal he 
had been through, Frosty em- 
barked on a whirlwind tour 
of the globe on Santa’s sleigh, 
only to be re-captured by his 
abductors while vacationing 
in Guatemala. Frosty is now 
being held hostage, his last 
known whereabouts being in 
Central America. 

Boer has received 
anonymous communica- 
tion through email regarding 
Frosty’s condition. Attached 


some 


Height: 2'3" 
Weight: A duck 


to these emails are graphic 
pictures of Frosty situated in 
fatal, high temperature loca- 
tions. 

The most disturbing com- 
munication to date has been 
a jar of water, found in Boer’s 
mailbox. Its label reads “To 
show our affection—Frosty’s 
Arm.” A source close to the 
Registrar’s office was visibly 
upset when questioned about 
the water. “How could this 
happen? What kind of mon- 
ster would do something like 
this to Frosty?” 

To date, the Registrar’s 
Office has not received any 
demands from the abductors. 
“I can only hope that they 
are feeding him well,” said 
Richard Wikkerink, Registrar, 
at a recent press conference. 

Boer has enlisted the exper- 
tise of local forensic analysts 
to provide some fresh leads 
in this on-going investigation. 
The analysts are working in 
conjunction with local author- 
ities in their pursuit of Frosty’s 
abductors 

“We have be- 
lieve that they are willing to 
cooperate,” stated a source at 
the Redeemer Security office, 
“However, there have been 
some setbacks to the investiga 
tion.” These setbacks include 
the theft of melted 


reason to 


Frosty’s 


arm from evidence lock-up. “1 
left for two minutes to pow- 
der my nose,” claims the lab’s 
top analyst, “and when I re- 
turned, it was gone.” At this 
time, there are no leads to the 
arm’s whereabouts. 

Still, all hope is not lost. In- 
vestigators are striving to- 
wards a quick and peaceful 
resolution. Recent events have 
shed new light on Frosty’s 
abduction. There have been 
a series of thefts in neigh- 
bouring offices. Both Jennifer 
Zuidema in the Student Lite 
office and Marnie Hoogkamp 
in the Financial Aid office 
have had items disappear 
from their desks. Although 
the missing items were safe- 
ly returned to their owners, 
these thefts have opened up a 
completely new line of inves 
tigation into Frosty’s disap- 
pearance. 

“We have reason to believe 
that the incidents are connect- 
ed,” authorities state. “Every 
day brings us closer to de- 
termining Frosty’s where- 
abouts, Any and all leads are 
being pursued at this time. 
Investigators are working 
around the clock.” 

Boer pleads for the safety 
of her snowman and asks that 
those who have any informa- 
tion to step forward. 
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